
“Suffering and God’s Sovereign Care” 
2 Corinthians 1:8-11 

 
To say that God does not allow suffering is _______________ 
reasoning not biblical truth.   Paul responds by pointing to the fact that 
his suffering makes him more ________________ on Jesus Christ.  
 

God’s Sovereign Will: 
Definition: The exercise of God’s supremacy as Creator over his 

creation.  God’s absolute power and control over all. 
 
“I (God) make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is 
still to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”  
Isaiah 46:10 

 
Consider Job: “Shall we receive good from God and not evil?”  Job 2:10 

“I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be 
thwarted.”  Job 42:2 

 
What God permits, he permits for a _________________ and that 
reason is his _________________. 
 
You will _______________ your suffering, if you don’t believe God is 
the Ultimate Designer behind it, because He is Sovereign.  
 

Get Your Comfort From God 
Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death.  But that was to 
make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.”  

2 Corinthians 1:9 

 
My _________________ must be on God, not my own strength.  
 
We have to get our _________________ from God in our suffering.  
“I sought the LORD and he answered me and delivered me from all my 
fears…Oh taste and see that the LORD is good!  Oh, fear the LORD, you his 
saints, for those who fear him have no lack!”  Psalm 34:4-9 
 

Your suffering will be wasted if it means more to you to stay alive than 
it does to ______________________ Jesus Christ.  
 
“I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord.”   And to know therefore, “To live is Christ and to die is 
gain.”  Philippians 3:8; 1:21     
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